O Sparrow

Death Certificate Tips

DO:

e Enter the underlying disease that
caused death

e Only list things that actually contributed
to the death

e Pay attention to “Due to” between lines
in Box 36 Part | to form a logical
sequence (A due to B due to C due to D)

e Enter the Manner of Death (Box 39)

Examples

a) Atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease

a) End Stage Renal Disease
Due To
b) Diabetic nephropathy

a) Cardiac tamponade
Due To
b) Hemopericardium
Due to
¢) Ruptured myocardial infarction

DO NOT:

List nonspecific mechanisms like
“shock”, “sepsis”, “cardiac arrest”,
“respiratory failure”. Instead list the
actual disease that caused such a
mechanism.

List random stuff in Box 36 Part | (it
must form a logical sequence)

Certify deaths from trauma (e.g. hip
fractures) or toxicity (e.g. drug
overdose) — call the Medical Examiner
List ESRD or CHF without listing the
disease that caused the organ to fail
Use the term Intracranial hemorrhage.
Rather, specify the type and etiology of
the hemorrhage

Red Flags:
Stop to consider NON-Natural causes

for any of the following:
e Failure to thrive
e Sepsis
e Seizures

e Cerebral Palsy

e -plegia of any kind

e Brain/Intracranial bleeds

e Aspiration pneumonia

e Malnutrition

e Dehydration
Include the cause of any of these, as
appropriate.

Forensic Pathology Patrick Hansma, D.O. 1215 E. Michigan Avenue T 517.364.2561
Medical Examiner's Office Michael A. Markey, M.D. P.O. Box 30480 F 855.300.7312

Lansing, Michigan 48909 Sparrow.org



"syieap |einieN AJ1Ie0 Ajuo Aew suediul|) "33BUIWISISPUY|
10 ‘apIdINg ‘@pIdIWOH QuUapIddy ‘[einiep suoiido aal Ajluo /

Wp P BT a15Ap
rrvdadngamdaduy D

melund g
si...!.nia?qsﬁﬂ

LHIVEJ 40 98NW0 40 NOLLITd WO OL HONd
ATAVTIVAY SONIANIL ASJOLNY FHAM q0%

.—‘J‘-h.dn:-.i
poaard ma ‘el ad w0y D

o o vz [
|

FTVINEA 41 3¢

ATNNOANES ASOLOVNY SVAL B0 HLYAA 40 YINNVIN 6€
wnown []  oN | m| F— 1 =
dmpeed [ =i [
¢H1¥Ad OLALNAMNINGD
IS0 000VEA0L AN LE

11md ur Al
9snEa BwApepun a1 U mﬁ_ﬁﬂ.«anhu:s yEsp Runm?a_ﬁcs SHOLLIGH@D LNVOIJINOIS HEHLIO 11.I¥Vd

JUSAS 15114

ISV (grapwm
B s e S
v WaAnig 2 wmaEp)

HSAVD INIATHHANA

LINREE Y g PR
|y g o) Supeer ANV A1
? ‘smompuod ATTRIbIS

(1pvig  Funsaz

OTEpES 3 81D
) E NV ILYICIO

q
“miadoaddy % wT WD
0 5T M IO [ I 10

JUBAD 1587

e pUe jRsuQ) Usamiag
Easap] ewmaddy]

30 B U SN P03
©1 8300 3 NP B HTRD

4 PEmGEm) 1 QT
AP W AL PGP T
) x.s;.wb-.eu-ﬁ A3 ooms SISO TN s WOTRTT B9

giE.UVEiE i‘uo:an P ARPAAD ADATPIVG - ADOAAIATO) 10 $AEIY SN EAP SPA JOFND A LI TLAVA

providing quality, compassionate care to everyone, every time

Improving the health of the people in our communities by
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